
 

EME NEWS 31th August 2014 

Good morning to all the listeners, EME and VHF/UHF enthusiasts - this report 
is from the microphone of ZS6OB in Wingate park in Pretoria 
 
Moon conditions during the past week have been challenging as the moon reached its maximum  
distance from earth  
Another factor contributing to the poor conditions was that the moon and sun were in the New moon 
position 
 
Moon data today 
Moonrise today will be at 07:50 UTC 
The distance to the moon today will be is 390,300 km at moonrise and will be decreasing in the next 8 days 
The moon position today is 7 days past APOGEE – longest distance from earth  
Declination today is at -13.5 degrees that is 13.5 degrees SOUTH of the equator 
The moon position will continue moving further south of the equator 
The sky temperature is at 429 degrees Kelvin and will be increasing. 
The moon will be moving across an area in the sky where the sky noise behind the moon will be gradually  
increasing during the next 24 hours before it will be improving again 
 
As the moon path moves further south the angle of elevation in ZS becomes higher 
This position normally means less interference from noise sources in the immediate environment  
of the operating station however it brings with it some acute angles to the moon between ZS operators and the rest 
of the northern hemisphere stations. 
 
The degradation will be at 4.68 dB and will be on the increase during the next few days 
 
All these factors taken into account the conditions will be challenging during the week and will continue for a few 
days more  
 

Expedition news 
I have spoken to John ZS6JON during the week and he reports that the antennas and H frames for their planned  
EME expedition to Zimbabwe is progressing fine – we wish him and the Z21EME team well and will be looking 
forward to contact them via the moon as well as on tropo. 
 
There are no other expeditions active at this time. 
The next expedition will be from Cyprus as 5B/PE1L Rene, PA3FPQ Johan and SP4K Chris will be active from Cyprus  
for a few days – duration will be from the 10th to the15th September – This is a very short period of activity so make 
sure you start early not to miss out on this opportunity. 
 

As a result of the poor conditions during the week there was limited activity from the local ZS stations 

Local vhf/uhf news  
1296 MHz: 
Willem ZS6WAB have been quite busy with a 1296 MHz project  
A link from Willem’s QTH to Ysterberg KG45PU has been established - 432 MHz to 1296 MHz cross band 
 
Willem transmits and receives signals on 432 MHz at his home QTH in Polekwane and communicates with the cross 
band 1296 MHz link on top of the Ysterberg Mountain from KG45PU using FM as the mode of communication. 
 
Willem has installed a Kenwood 2000 radio with a 60 element loop yagi antenna on top of the mountain, 
beaming south. 
 



ZS6WAB Willem, Pine ZS6OB and Ettienne ZS6Y continued their experiments on 1296 MHz yesterday Willem went  
to the station on the Ysterberg to fine tune the setup – distance between Pretoria and the mountain station is 210 
km 
 
A number of QSO’s were completed on 1296 MHz and 432 MHz using various modes FM, SSB and digital using JT65C 
Signal reports of 55 were easily achieved 
 
Well done Willem, keep up the good work – contact Willem if you want to arrange a 1296 MHz FM sked with him 
 
The SSB 144 MHz group is still very active on 144.300 MHz every Saturday and Sunday morning 
  
VHF News Report form ZS6CBQ 
  
The VHF group on 144.300 became a regular week-end custom. New stations regularly report in and this week-end 
was no exception when Richard ZS6BYD and Gene ZR6CEN joined the group. Most stations are trying to improve 
their stations antenna systems and the result is that stations further away can be worked with more attention given to 
work stations on vertical. 
  
Dick ZS6BUN will be spending the week-end of 20 -21 September at the Mountain View Inn about 10Km north of 
Louis Trichardt.  He will be QRV on 2 Meter , 70 cm and 23 cm, please watch the SARL forum for more information 
from Dick . 
  
Everybody is welcome to join the group and test your station on VHF. 
  
73 
  

SIX Meter news: 
There has been no TEP activity or any ZS tropo / meteor scatter activity reported to me 
 
If you have any news of interest please send me an e mail with your news and the details 
This bulletin covers VHF/UHF news from all over ZS and is not limited to activity from the ZS6  
area only. 
 
Wish you all a great week see you on the moon  
 
de ZS6OB e mail:  pienaarja@gmail.com - 082 4477 823 
skype: pienaar.jan 
 
Log onto these loggers for more information 
SIX Meters 
www.on4kst.com/chat/start.php 
 
For EME -144, 432 MHz and 1296 MHz 
 
http://hb9q.ch/version2/index.php/loggedin-loggers 
http://jt65.73.ru/ 
http://www.chris.org/cgi-bin/jt65emeA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chris.org/cgi-bin/jt65emeA

